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Evaluation of ‘Independent Advocate’ by Children and Young
People Living in a Temporary Shelter
-Analysis of an Interview Survey in A local authority

Eidome Satomi, Aizawa Masashi

Abstract : To reform temporary shelters and protect children's rights, the Japanese govern-
ment is considering institutionalising an ‘Independent advocate’ who is independent of exist-
ing organisations to guarantee children’ s right to participate. However, few local governments
are implementing it, and there are few evaluation studies from children’ s perspectives. There-
fore, based on the practice of the preceding in the United Kingdom and a children's home, the
authors practised dispatching advocates to a temporary shelter for one year on a trial basis.
These advocates had been trained as advocates. We conducted an interview survey with 28
children who used advocates to contribute to the system’ s establishment. As a result, they
were able to talk about their feelings about their advocate's personalities, contributed fun sto-
ries, and highly evaluated their listening. The children revealed that they felt better and that
they could speak for themselves after using the advocate. We need to consider the following :
the number of advocates, access to advocates, interview times, and the means to support the
expression of their opinions.
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A study of the process leading to the parent-mentor training
and changes after the training
- Focusing on differences in the number of years of care for children with
developmental disabilities-

Nakayama Haruka, lida Noriko

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to use qualitative methods to identify differences
in the circumstances leading up to and changes after parent-mentor training, focusing on dif-
ferences in the number of years of childcare experience among participants in the parent-men-
tor training program. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with four parents of children
with developmental disabilities of elementary school age or younger (Group I) and four par-
ents of adults or older with developmental disabilities (Group II) who had attended the parent-
mentor training, and the obtained data were analyzed using a modified grounded theory ap-
proach. The results showed that Group I had 25 categories and 8 core categories from 59 con-
cepts, and Group II had 21 categories and 7 core categories from 59 concepts. The process was
divided into 3 stages : process leading to recognition of the training, process leading to partici-
pation in the training, and change after the training. The characteristics of each group were
compared, and similarities and differences were clarified. In addition, the significance of the

training program was discussed based on a comparison of the number of years of foster care.

Keywords : developmental disabilities, parent-mentors, training, changes in participants,
years of child care
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A study on Treatment Decisions for Delinquent Juveniles in Children's
Right to Express Opinions

Yumiko Yoshida, Masashi Aizawai

Abstract : Japan, which has ratified the "Convention on the Rights of the Child," has been
pointed out by the United Nations "Committee on the Rights of the Child" (hereinafter re-
ferred to as "CRC") that juvenile justice is one of the issues that should be addressed urgently.
In Japan, regarding the right to express opinions of juveniles who have been subject to adjudi-
cation proceedings under the Juvenile Law, no survey has yet been conducted, including
awareness of juveniles' own rights. This paper is a preliminary study to understand the actual
situation regarding the guarantee of the right to express opinions for juvenile delinquents in Ja-
pan. This paper focuses on how children's right to express opinions (Article 12) is presented in
Japanese government reports and the CRC's concluding observations and general comments,
and examines opinions in the process of determining the treatment of juvenile delinquents. We
clarified the issue of guaranteeing the right to express. As a result, grasping the actual state of
juvenile delinquency's right to express opinions will serve as an indicator for Japan to fulfill its
obligations as a ratifying country, and to review the system five years after the revision of the
Juvenile Law suggested the possibility.
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From the onset of intractable disease to the end-of-life of client in the support
facility for the disabled

Eto Mutsu, Ikeda Sanae, Kamishiraki Etsuko

Abstract : During the 25 months from the onset of intractable disease to death in a facility
for the disabled, we exchanged information and opinions with patients with intellectual and
mental disabilities as well as elderly patients, their families, facility staff, and medical institu-
tions. We adopted the theory of ICF and based on the Biestek seven, we aimed to support the
client with dignity until the end-of-life. We learned the importance of decision-making support

, including presumed intentions. We report on our practice and our impressions.
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Report on the Oita Practitioners' Network Conference Project for the
Realization of a Regionally Convivial Society in 2021

Kamishiraki Etsuko, Miyoshi Yoshiyuki, Miura Akira, Nishihata Koki
Ono Jyunichiro, Otsuka Shunsuke, Takagi Hiroyuki, Aizawa Masashi

Abstract : As welfare issues have become increasingly diverse and complex, the Social
Welfare Law and other laws were revised in 2017, and a project to establish the multilayered
support system was established.

In anticipation of this project and with the goal of realizing a regionally symbiotic society,
Oita Prefecture and Oita University have collaborated to launch a project in 2021 to establish a
working-level network conference for the realization of a regionally symbiotic society in Oita
City.

With the aim of realizing a community-based symbiotic society in which everyone can sup-
port each other, feel a sense of connection among people, and live with peace of mind, a work-
ing-level network consisting of Oita University, local welfare organizations, and administrative
agencies will be established to promote multigenerational exchange and mutual support activi-
ties among residents, and to support municipalities in building a comprehensive support sys-
tem. We report on the results of activities in 2021.
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